Expert advice

DIY DILEMMAS

Big Strong Boys' Jake Robinson answers your DIY queries and
this month provides a step-by-step guide to wallpapering

JAKE
ROBINSON

WHAT'S THE SAFEST WAY
TOHANGA CHANDELIER?

We wantto putachandelierinour
diningroom. We tried tofitone to
the oldlightfitting but couldn’tget
agoodfixing to hold its weight. Is
there anything you cansuggest?
Philippa Jones, Belfast

Jake says Your currentlight fitting

is probably only attached to the
plasterboard ceiling, rather than ajoist,
meaning itisn’t strong enough to hold
your chandelier. To create a stronger
fixing, start by locating the joists in your
ceiling, either by lifting the floor upstairs
toaccessthe space or by using ajoist
finder fromaDIY store and marking their
location on the ceiling. Next, chop around
the areawhere the light willgo. Get some
timberand screw it fromonejoist to the
next—thisis whatyou'llattach the
chandelier to. Once thisisin place, drilla
hole inthe timber and bring the cable from
your oldfitting through it, making sure you
turnthe light fuse off at the fuse board first.
Make good the affected ceilingareaand
oncethisis dry and painted, connect your
chandelierand screw it to the timber,
making sureit’s firmly attached.

Send in your DIY queries to

Expert advice, Real Homes, 64 North Row, London W1K 7LL
or email Jake at realhomes@hf-uk.com
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HOW CANIGETRID OFFINK
MARKS ON MY PINETABLE?
Ihave gotalovely old pine table
inmy kitchen, but my little boy
found amarker penand scribbled
onit. I’vetried various different
sprays and white spiritbutthe
inkhas penetrated the wood.lIs
there an easy way to getit of{?
Lucy Fitzpatrick, Hull

Jake says Youneedto sand the tabletop
with an orbital sander. Start with coarse
sanding sheets, making sure you go
along the grainand notacrossiit. Next,
switchtoamedium-grade sheet, thena
fine one tofinish. Ensure you sand evenly
toavoid creating dipsin the wood. Clear
the dust usingadampragandleaveitto
dry. There are various different waxes you
can use tofinish, such as Briwax or
Liberonwax, available from DIY stores.
Apply acouple of coats and buffthe table
to getthe originalfinish or even better.

HELP MEREATTACHA
RADIATORTOTHEWALL

My radiator is hanging off the wall
afterafriend heavilylentonit.ls
there awaytofixitbacktothe wall
without taking it off completely?
MarionJames, Newcastle

Jake says Unfortunately not—you'll still
have to take the radiator off the wall first.
Shut offthe valves and empty it of water.
Ifthe radiator has got adraining valve,
you can easily bleed it but make sure the
centralheatingis switched offfirst. Ifit
hasn’'tgotone of these, you'llhave to
drainallthe radiatorsinyour house. The
draining valve for the lot should be on
the last radiator inthe system. Once the
radiator has been bled, undo allthe nuts
andthenreattachitto the wall securely,
using appropriate fixings. Once thisis
done, you canundo the shut-off valve
and refill the radiator with water, finally
switching your central heating back on.

wallpapering

YOU WILL NEED

MEASURING
AND CUTTING

PREPARATION

PASTING

HANGING

TRIMMING

Realsolutions

POINTS TO CONSIDER

B Never mixold and new paste
and always check the instructions
forthe correct dilution.

B Always order wallpaper from
the same batch to ensure colour
continuity and order one or two
extrarollsin case of any accidents.
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